
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

NorthStar Hours: 
 

Tues.–Fri. 
2pm - 6pm 

or by appt. 

 

              The NorthStar Center 

  

July 2008 

 Newsletter 

 ---TTThhheee   NNNooorrrttthhhSSStttaaarrr   hhhaaasss   hhhiiissstttooorrriiicccaaallllllyyy   bbbeeeeeennn   aaa   sssyyymmmbbbooolll   ooofff   fffrrreeeeeedddooommm   aaannnddd   

eeemmmpppooowwweeerrrmmmeeennnttt...      AAAttt   ttthhheee   NNNooorrrttthhhSSStttaaarrr   CCCeeennnttteeerrr,,,   ooouuurrr   gggoooaaalll   iiisss   tttooo   fffuuurrrttthhheeerrr   aaa   llleeegggaaacccyyy   

ooofff   rrreeesssiiissstttaaannnccceee   ttthhhrrrooouuuggghhh   cccooommmmmmuuunnniiitttyyy   ooorrrgggaaannniiizzziiinnnggg---   

 

 

OPEN: 
Tuesday- Friday 

2-6 PM 

or by appointment 
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NorthStar Needs 
List 

 

• Dry Erase Markers 
• Trash Bags 
• Coffee 
• Allergy-Free Hand 

Soap 
• Toilet Paper 
• Pens 
• Towels & Rags 

 

106 Lathrop   Ave 
Lansing, MI 48912 

Mailing Address:      
PO BOX 4794 E. 
Lansing MI 48826 

517.371.2001 

northstarcenter@gmail
.com 

www.northstarcenter.net 

 

 

 

 

Thanks again 
to our monthly 

donors for 
making 

NorthStar 
possible! 

 

I will support the  

NorthStar Center 

Name & Organization:_______________________________________________________  

Address:___________________________________________________________________ 

Phone Number & Email:______________________________________________________ 

With a monthly pledge of  

_____$25       _____$50         ______$Other Amount 

One-time donations are more than gladly accepted.  Checks can be made out to 
NorthStar Center.  Please send all mail to: NorthStar Center P.O. Box 4794 E. 

Lansing, MI 48826 and not to our local address. 
 

Thank you for your solidarity with Greater Lansing activists in this effort to 
empower our communities by building sustainable projects. 

 

The NorthStar Center - 106 Lathrop St. Lansing, MI 48912 - 517.371.2001 – 
northstarcenter@gmail.com - www.northstarcenter.net 

 

 

 

…resistance through 
empowerment… 

...resistance through 
education… 
 

...resistance through 
mutual aid… 
 

 

….resistance through 

NorthStar 
  

NorthStar Listserve 
If you would like to join the NorthStar 

announce- ments listserve, email 
northstarcenter@gmail.com with subscribe 

in the subject line 

Political Prisoners 
In America 

 

 

 

Tuesday 
July 22nd 

7pm 
@ NorthStar 

 

In Jena, Louisiana, a white student gets probation for beating a 
black student while black students that beat up a white student 
get no bail and face 22 years to life in prison.  In New Jersey, 
four queer women of color are attacked on the street and when 
they defend themselves, are sentenced to 3.5 to 11 years in 
prison.  In Berrien County, Michigan, a 15 year old latino 
receives 3 life sentences for a crime he did not commit while a 
white teenager who admit to participating in the crime get 
probation with no jail time.  Stories like these play out time and 
again across the country.  While each situation is different, 
there are common themes; Each case happens as a result of 
racist, bigoted and corrupted systems.  The courts, cops and 
communities all play their role in destroying peoples lives, one 
conviction at a time.  People losing their freedom not because 
of what they do, but because of their supposed, “place” in 
American society are political prisoners, and until all are free, 
we are all oppressed.  Join us on the 22nd to learn more. 

NorthStar Collective Meeting 
Every Wednesday 

7:30pm 
Everyone is Welcome 
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NorthStar Pics Collage - June ReportBack: Crash the Conventions  
State-Wide Consulta 

 

 

     In June, NorthStar hosted a State-Wide Meeting to plan and strategize with others 
radicals from around the state that was initiated by Unconventional Michigan, a state-wide 
alliance of folks organizing against the Republican National Convention that will be in St. 
Paul, Minnesota this fall.  The following is a report-back from that event: 
         

   On Saturday June 14th, about thirty Radicals from across Michigan and the general Midwest came 
together to discuss plans for the upcoming RNC protests. Participants came from Lansing, Grand Rapids, 
Detroit, Toledo, and Cleveland with backgrounds ranging from newly interested organizers to veterans of 
Seattle and the anti- globalization movement. For many, the Consulta provided a good point for launching 
discussions on the RNC and movement building in general. 
    
  The Consulta began with an overview of the RNC mobilization through discussions of street-safety, legal 
strategies, alternative media, and direct action. The discussion then shifted towards logistics of housing and 
getting to and from the Twin Cities in one piece. At the end of the day, we focused on networking after the 
RNC, and issues and criticism that we would like addressed. It is our hope that UA chapters, the RNC 
Welcoming Committee and other radicals consider our concerns in organizing against the RNC. 
  
    From the get go, it was clear that many people were interested in the RNC protests and are facilitating a 
serous attempt to shut the convention down locally and regionally. While the long day and the amount of 
information provided was certainly exhausting, people were excited that the Consulta happened and about 
the networking and concrete ideas that came out of it. Beyond the RNC, many radicals look forward to 
activist groups and organizations that have come and continue to emerge out of the mobilization. It was 
also realized that despite the 7 hours of demanding conversation, we still have tons to think about and that 
a future Michigan-wide event will be necessary. 
 
Networking: What already exist in Michigan:  Out of the RNC, UA Michigan has come together. Besides 
shutting down the RNC, we hope this group will allow us to plan fundraisers, facilitate communication, 
and organize events between Michigan radicals after the Convention. 
 
Future events: We would like to host Spokes Council to focus specifically on RNC logistics and 
fundraising events. This event will occur sometime in mid August, so keep an eye out. In addition, we hope 
to send a delegate of our group to the Twin Cities’ July 12 UA Consulta. 
 
Post RNC connect:  It was stressed by many that after the RNC we need to analyze the mobilization, 
what went well, what didn’t, were we go from here, and how the network goes forward. We need to be 
accountable, make sure that our relationships don’t die and let other UA groups know of our process and 
encourage them to do the same. 
 
What’s Missing (Here are some concerns we have with RNC organizing thus far): 
Through the Consulta, we came upon several concerns regarding our organizing, and the organizing of 
others that we think will benefit the mobilization if addressed now, and not after September 1st. 
(continued) 
 

For the rest of this document go to: uamichigan.wordpress.com 
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Political Prisoners: 
The New Jersey 4 

In the summer of 2006 seven Black 
lesbians, Patreese Johnson, Renata Hill, 
Venice Brown, Terrain Dandridge, Chenese 
Loyal, Lania Daniels, and Khamysha 
Coates,  were hanging out in New York's 
West Village when Dwayne Buckle began 
to sexually proposition Patreese. Refusing 
to take no for an answer, he followed them 
down the street, insulting and threatening 
them: “I’ll **** you straight, sweetheart!” 
During the resulting confrontation, Buckle 
first spat in Renata’s face and threw his lit 
cigarette at her, then he yanked another’s 
hair, pulling her towards him, and then 
began strangling Renata.  

 

  

 

 

A fight broke out, during which Patreese Johnson, 4 feet 11 inches tall and 95 pounds, 
produced a small knife from her bag to stop Buckle from choking her friend—a knife she 
carried to protect herself when she came home alone from her late-night job. 

Two male onlookers, one of whom had a knife, ran over to physically deal with Buckle in 
order to help the women. Buckle, who ended up hospitalized for five days with stomach and 
liver lacerations, initially reported on at least two occasions that the men—not the women—
had attacked him. What’s more, Patreese’s knife was never tested for DNA, the men who 
beat Buckle were never questioned by police, and the whole incident was captured on 
surveillance video. Yet the women ended up on trial for attempted murder. Dwayne Buckle 
testified against them. In June 2007 four women were sentenced—reportedly by an all-white 
jury of mostly women—to jail terms ranging from 3 1/2 to 11 years.  

In response to the arrests and conviction of the New Jersey 4, an international campaign of 
radical queers of color and their allies have developed to build a grassroots campaign to free 
the New Jersey 4. Beyond working to free the New Jersey 4, organizers are calling out and 
challenging the racist and homophobic system that has led to the mass incarceration of 
queers and people of color. Organizers have been actively working to challenge the racist and 
homophobic media reporting through creating presentations, blogs, and actions to raise 
awareness about the New Jersey 4.  During the NorthStar event on July 22nd, a presentation 
of the New Jersey 4 and recent legal and grassroots victories will be discussed. NorthStar's 
event hopes to continue the efforts to raise awareness, support, and promote action in 
solidarity with the New Jersey 4.  

In a small highly segregated rural Louisiana 
town of Jena in September 2006, a black 
student asked permission from school 
administrators to sit under the shade of a 
tree commonly reserved for the enjoyment 
of white students. School officials advised 
the black students to sit wherever they 
wanted and they did. The next day, three 
nooses, in the school colors, were hanging 
from the same tree. The Jena high school 
principal found that three white students 
were responsible and recommended 
expulsion. The white superintendent of 
schools over-ruled the principal and gave 
the students a three day suspension, saying 
that the nooses were “a youthful stunt.”  
 

Black students decided to resist and organized a sit-in under the tree to protest the lenient 
treatment given to the noose-hanging white students.  Racial tensions remained elevated 
throughout the fall. A black student was beaten up by a group of white students.  Only one 
of them was charged and received probation with no jail time for the beating.  Shortly after, 
a white man pulled a shotgun on three black students outside a convenience store.  When 
the three wrestled the gun away from him, they were then charged with theft of a firearm.  
At a school assembly addressing the situation, the District Attorney addressed black 
students by saying, “I can destroy your life with the stroke of a pen.” 
 
On Monday, December 4 2006, a white student who had been racially taunting black 
students in support of the students who hung the nooses got into a fight with black 
students. The white student was taken to the hospital treated, released, and attended a social 
function later that evening. 
 
As a result of this incident, six black Jena students, Robert Bailey, Theo Shaw, Carwin 
Jones, Bryant Purvis, Mychal Bell and a still unidentified minor were arrested and charged 
with attempted second degree murder, denied bail and faced 22 years to life in prison. 
Mychal Bell, the first of the students to go to trial was charged as an adult and sentenced to 
22 years in prison.   
 
In response, civil rights activists and organizers converged on Jena, Louisiana for weeks of 
protest amidst national media coverage.  As a result, Bell’s conviction was overturned and 
the others’ charges were reduced but they are all still facing charges.  The Jena 6 is the story 
of hidden racial inequality and violence becoming visible. It is a powerful symbol for, and 
example of, how racial justice works in America – where the lynching noose has been 
replaced by the DA's pen. 
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Innocent 15 year old honor student received three life sentences in 1989 for a crime 
he did not commit.  Efren's Case is currently being considered for a commutation 
request, meaning; his case is being reviewed and he could be released by the 
governor.  This is a very important time to keep the pressure on and you can help. 
Come to this event and find out how. 
 

 
 

Queer Pride and Events: 

A reflection and looking forward... 
 

In June and early July, NorthStar hosted a series of Queer pride and community events.  
 
On June 24th, NorthStar played host to a packed house to watch a memorable drama  about 
the Stonewall era. On July 1st the documentary 'Paris is Burning' was shown and a queer 
coffee followed. Both events at NorthStar are kicking off our monthly queer coffee event.  
 
On Saturday June 28th, a radical Queer bloc made a presence in the annual Pride parade in 
downtown Lansing. With the help of Dein Haus, NorthStar collective and local organizers, 
our presence was marked with banners, fliers and a small but lively contingent within the 
Pride parade.  
 
NorthStar's goal is to work toward creating more safe spaces for Queer people, reclaiming 
Queer radical history and increasing radical Queer organizing. NorthStar looks forward to 
continuing Queer focused events and complimenting other local organizers work to build a 
stronger radical Queer community in Lansing. Thank you to everyone who came to the 
films, made banners and attended our first formal Queer coffee!  
 

 

Bike Repair 101 
NorthStar Popular Education Series 

 

Summer finds many of us on our bikes.  Riding our bikes is 
good for the planet, for our health and for our wallets.  Its 
time we return the favor and do something good for them.  
Sometimes it might seem challenging to work on your own 
bike but you’ll walk away from this bike repair class with the 
skills to fix most of the problems your bike can throw at 
you.  Bring your bike to work on if you’ve got one or just 
bring your self, there will be some extras on hand.  As with 
all our popular education series events, this class is FREE. 

Wednesday 
July 30th 

6pm 
@ NorthStar 

 

Kim Keyser is an activist from the nascent anarchist movement in Norway - the so-called 
"social democratic paradise" in Northern Europe. This summer he'll be touring the US with 
an illustrated presentation called "The Prefigurative Organization". The presentation will try 
to answer the question "How can we reflect the future we want, in our present work?". It 
will touch upon subjects such as direct democracy, direct action, workers councils, anarchist 
organizing and involvement in social movements. 
 
A complementing pamphlet called "The Prefigurative Organization" which has been made 
specifically for the speaking tour - will be available. 
 
After the presentation there will be a time for questions, followed by plenty of time for 
discussions in small groups. 

Free Efren Paredes 
 

Tuesday – July 8th 
7pm - @ NorthStar 

 

 

Prefigurative Organization: 
How Can We Reflect the Future 
We Want, In Our Present Work? 

Presented by: Kim Keyser 

Thursday 
July 24th 
8:15pm 

@ NorthStar 


