
  The Allied Media Conference brought together a di-
verse network of entertainers, writers and other media 
aritsts in Detorit June 22-24, 2007. Among the work-
shops, presentations, tabeling and social events were a 
number of NorthStar volunteers, all there to network, 
learn and simply have a good time. A few of them 
share the highlights of thier weekend here. 

David Mitchell: 
  My favorite workshop was, “The Way We Tell His-
tory.”  This was a panel and audience discussion
about the need for multiple narratives of history in 
order to fully understand it.  The examples we focused 
on were the histories of Martin Luther King Jr. and 
Malcolm X.  Both of their lives and accomplishments 
have largely been reduced to one line phrases such as 
“I have a Dream” and “By Any Means Necessary.”  
Just as Martin and Malcolm were infi nitely more com-
plex than one liners,  The struggles for Civil Rights 
and Black Liberation were infi nitely greater than just 
two individuals. Lifelong Radical Activist, Grace Lee 
Boggs, was part of the panel and spoke inspiringly 
about the time she spent with Malcolm X.  Her oral 
history gave everyone in attendance new insights into 
Malcolm’s life and gave all of us much to refl ect on as 
we struggle to fi nd our own visions for the future.  We 
talked about the importance of using history to inform 
our ideas and theories of today and tomorrow.    Once 
we have done that however we need to revisit these 
histories to seehow our new ideas and experiences 
have effected our understanding and interpretation of 
them.   In doing this we can continue to learn from the 
past while also not getting stuck in the same old place 
with the same old ideas.  It was a great workshop and 
had everyone in the room trying to wrap their heads 
around really big questions.

Nayantara Sen: 
  The 2007 Allied Media Conference was an extremely 
valuable experience for me. I enjoyed several aspects 
of the Conference, and in particular, I was glad to note 
that the workshops, panels and activities included 
content on a wide range of topics. It was exciting to 
attend discussions on people of color issues, social 
justice writing and on the inclusion of cinematic media 

in activist efforts. I also 
attended some fi lm screen-
ings, including a short fi lm 
line-up by the New Or-
leans International Human 
Rights Film Festival, which 
showcased media about the 
aftermath of Katrina.
  My favorite parts about 
the conference would have 
to be a workshop titled 
Content + Intent = Change, 
and another one titled Writ-
ing as Movement. In the 
fi rst workshop, an organiza-
tion called Working Films 
presented informational 
tactics on how to effectively 
revitalize dying activist 
campaigns with the help 
of documentary fi lms. This 
was especially helpful to 
me in my capacity as the 
Program Director for the 
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NorthStar Center  
*Please use 
the calendar 
at right for 
reference 
with the be-
low schedule 
of events 
happening at 
and near the 
NorthStar 
Center in 
July, 2007. 

Sunday July 8
7pm Radical Womyn

Monday July 9
6-8pm ESL* Classes for Spanish 
speakers

Tuesday July 10
6-8pm ESL* Classes for Spanish 
speakers

Wednesday July 11
8pm NorthStar Planning Meeting

Thursday July 12
6-7pm ESL* Classes for Spanish 
speakers
7pm NorthStar Potluck & G8 Report 
Back

Sunday July 15 
7pm Radical Womyn

Monday July 16
6-8pm ESL* Classes for Spanish 
speakers

Tuesday July 17
6-8pm ESL* Classes for Spanish 
speakers

Wednesday July 18
8pm NorthStar Planning Meeting

Thusday July 19 
6-8pm ESL* Classes for Spanish 
speakers

Saturday July 21
5pm Lansing Educators & Residents 
Networking Solidarity (LEARNS) 
meeting & potluck  

Sunday July 22 
7pm Radical Womyn

Monday July 23
6-8pm ESL* Classes for Spanish 
speakers

Wednesday July 25
8pm NorthStar Planning Meeting 

Thursday July 26
6-8pm ESL* Classes for Spanish 
speakers

Sunday July 29 
7pm Radical Womyn 

Monday July 30
6-8pm ESL* Classes for Spanish 
speakers

* ESL stands for English as a Second 
Language

July 2007

East Lansing Film Festival, because I learned new ways 
to cross-promote both independent fi lms and their accom-
panying social justice messages. I also learned that docu-
mentary fi lms, as a genre of communication, are especially 
useful tools for activists and community organizers.
  The second workshop, Writing as Movement, was an 
upbeat, hands-on activity run by Adrienne Brown, the 
Executive Director of The Ruckus Society, a direct-action 
organization in the Bay Area that provides tools and sup-
port services to community organizers. In this workshop, 
participants were encouraged to think both creatively and 
critically about the kinds of writing tactic that empower 
social movements and drive change. 
  Other than these two workshops, I also thoroughly 
enjoyed the performances of the several hip hop artists 
and MCs, techno DJ’s, spoken word performers and slam 
poets. Overall, I had a fantastic time at the Conference, 
and I’d recommend it attending it next year if you’re at all 
interested in critical theory and practice of social justice 
and /or progressive actions.

Collin Sullivan: 
  The workshop covering hip hop 
and cooperative economicreally 
impressed me.   Moderated by one of 
Detroit’s most respected and talented 
hip hop artists, Invincible, the pro-
gram included short presentations 
from community leaders working in 
all parts of the country.  The room 
was packed, full of open ears, open 
minds and open notebooks.
  The idea behind the workshop was 
simple:  facilitate discussion among 
community leaders and conference-
goers to re-create hip hop as a tool for 
social change through self-sustain-
ability.  Considering the current state 
of mainstream hip hop as one behold-
en to record label demands, corporate 
sponsorship and misguided principles, 
incorporating cooperation into the 
medium puts the power back in the 
hands of the artist for the benefi t of 
the community.  Expression need not 
be sacrifi ced for the sake of a larger 
audience.
  After the short presentations, par-
ticipants broke into groups to discuss 
different approaches for cooperative 
action at each step of the process: 
creation, production, marketing and 
distribution.  Each group was led by 
one of the presenters, and afterword 
the groups presented some of their 
thoughts.  This interactive session 
brought together some great minds 
with even greater ideas, and trans-
formed the concept of cooperative 
economics from an abstract notion 
to a viable, desirable and necessary 
framework for artistic production 
from the ground up.  I left the work-
shop convinced that cooperative 
economics could be the answer to 
returning hip hop to its roots: uncom-
promising, unwavering, community-
driven and brutally honest. 


