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Massage & Wellness 
Above Noodles & Co.  Downtown E. Lansing 

201 E.Grand River Ave. Suite 19 Students 
Rates: $35/hr & $20 ½hr 

517- 203- 1113  Open 9am- 7pm Mon-Sat 
 

 
 
 
 

New Aladdins Restaurant 
Middle Eastern Dining, Desserts and Take-Out 

300 N. Clippert #7 Lansing, MI 48912 - In Frandor 

Thanks 
 Business Sponsors… ---TTThhheee   NNNooorrrttthhhSSStttaaarrr   hhhaaasss   hhhiiissstttooorrriiicccaaallllllyyy   bbbeeeeeennn   aaa   sssyyymmmbbbooolll   ooofff   fffrrreeeeeedddooommm   aaannnddd   

eeemmmpppooowwweeerrrmmmeeennnttt...      AAAttt   ttthhheee   NNNooorrrttthhhSSStttaaarrr   CCCeeennnttteeerrr,,,   ooouuurrr   gggoooaaalll   iiisss   tttooo   fffuuurrrttthhheeerrr   aaa   llleeegggaaacccyyy   
ooofff   rrreeesssiiissstttaaannnccceee   ttthhhrrrooouuuggghhh   cccooommmmmmuuunnniiitttyyy   ooorrrgggaaannniiizzziiinnnggg---   

 

 

OPEN: 
Tuesday- Friday 

2-6 PM 
or by appointment 

¡Ya Basta! 
A No Borders Camp Report-Back 
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NorthStar Needs 
List  (UPDATED!) 

 

• Dry Erase Markers 
• Hats and Gloves 
• Vacuum Cleaner 
• First Aid Kit 
• Coffee 
• allergy-free hand 

soap 
• toilet paper 

 

106 Lathrop   Ave 
Lansing, MI 48912 

Mailing Address:      
PO BOX 4794 E. 
Lansing MI 48826 

517.371.2001 
northstarcenter@gmail
.com 
www.northstarcenter.net 

 
 
 
 

Thanks again 
to our monthly 

donors for 
making 

NorthStar 
possible! 

 

I will support the  

NorthStar Center 

Name & Organization:_______________________________________________________  

Adress:____________________________________________________________________ 

Phone Number & Email:______________________________________________________ 

With a monthly pledge of  

_____$25       _____$50         ______$Other Amount 

One-time donations are more than gladly accepted.  Checks can be made out to 
NorthStar Center.  Please send all mail to: NorthStar Center P.O. Box 4794 E. 

Lansing, MI 48826 and not to our local address. 
 

Thank you for your solidarity with Greater Lansing activists in this effort to 
empower our communities by building sustainable projects. 

 
The NorthStar Center - 106 Lathrop St. Lansing, MI 48912 - 517.371.2001 – 

northstarcenter@gmail.com - www.northstarcenter.net 
 
 

 

We will hear from Elliot about 
his experiences at the No 
Border Camp and his analysis 
of its efforts to envision a world 
without borders.  Elliot is part 
of the Anarchist People of 
Color (APOC) Network and 
the New York Metro Alliance 
of Anarchists (NYMAA).  
Originally from Michigan, he 
now resides in New York City. 
 
For More Info: 
www.noborderscamp.org 
 

WEDNESDAY, JAN. 9TH    7PM 
 
 

…resistance through 
empowerment… 

...resistance through 
education… 
 

...resistance through 
mutual aid… 
 
 

….resistance through 

NorthStar 
  

A No Borders Camp recently 
took place in Calexico, California 
and Mexicali, Mexico. It was the 
first No Borders Camp in North 
America, and the first one to take 
place simultaneously on both 
sides of an international border. 
No Borders Camps are action 
camps and temporary 
autonomous zones meant to 
challenge neo-liberal capitalism, 
border militarization, and 
migration controls. The Camps 
intend to manifest resistance to 
this regime, as well as share and 
develop strategies for the long 
haul.  They are intended to help 
us learn from one another, from 
the struggles that are already 
underway and the ways these can 
be supported and expanded. The 
first No Border Camp took place 
in Europe in the late 1990s, and 
there have been many No 
Borders Camps since in Europe, 
Oceania and elsewhere. 
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NorthStar 
Hours: 

 

Tues.–Fri. 
2pm - 6pm 

 
 
NorthStar presented our first open mic night on November 29th. 
Raul Perez emceed our first open mic night that drew out poets, 
rappers, singers and dj's. The first night had a moderate attendance 
but those who participated enjoyed a night of politically conscious 
rap, NorthStar's own Iliana spinning records and other guest 
performers. It brought a few new faces into NorthStar and stirred up 
good conversation about the purpose of the center and other local 
political activity. The Open Mic Night is going to be a weekly event 
that will start off around 7:00 pm and run until 10:00 pm. NorthStar 
invites you to come to perform music, spoken word, bring old 
records or to enjoy the company of local artists and activists! 

 

 

Holiday 
Schedule: 

 

Due to the 
holidays, 
NorthStar 

will be 
closed for 
the week 

of 
December 
24th- Jan 

2nd. Enjoy 
the 

holidays! 

Central to the night's commentaries by former SDS organizers, Alan Haber, Bernadine Dohrn, 
and Bill Ayers was the recognition of former MSU professor and faculty advisor to the MSU SDS 
chapter, Bert Garskof. Bert was unjustly fired from the university during the 1968-1969 school 
year for encouraging a culture of resistance on campus. A new resistance is brewing today as 
students analyze and expand on past SDS organizing models. The nostalgia of SDS, has 
encouraged MSU students to form IGNITE to inspire a new wave a activism on campus. While 
the evening was about remembering comrades, it was also about looking to the future. The 1960's 
was just a moment in time---this theme woven through the evening and while we can appreciate 
the culture of hope that was prevalent then, it is important to realize that organizing hasn't 
stopped just because SDS imploded and the counter culture faded. During this intergenerational 
dialog, it was evident that young people today embody a new flavor of resistance. Elders from 
SDS were inspired by one youth who stood up to remind folks of all the organizing that had gone 
down here recently and then another person acknowledged all the groups working for change in 
the Lansing area, including the Northstar Center. Members of the SDS chapters from several 
campuses in Detroit shared their strategies and insights and networks of student organizers 
throughout Michigan were formed that night.  
 
 

 

The Reverend Pinkney Event went well this past month.  For background on Reverend 
Pinkney and the situation in Benton Harbor go to:  www.bhbanco.blogspot.com.  There were 
people in the crowd from Ann Arbor and Battle Creek as well as Benton Harbor and 
Lansing.  Reverend Pinkney also had a spot on the City Pulse’s weekly radio show where he 
was able get his message out to even more people.  A lot of connections were made and 
discussion were started about a large demonstration that is already being planned in Benton 
Harbor for July 19th, 2008.  The demonstration will cover a range of issues and is meant to 
build relationships and networking between activists throughout the state, country and world. 
 

The SDS Re-Convergence at MSU, November 30th 

Efren Paredes 
The Injustice Must End 

 
Thank you to Maria Zavala for her presentation about Efren 
Paredes, Jr., who at the age 15 was sentenced to three life 
sentences for a crime he did not commit.  For more info on his 
case go to: www.4efren.com.  Also, there are currently postcards 
being filled out in support of Efren and their Lansing collection 
point is NorthStar.  If you have the postcards or want to fill one 
out (or want to take 10:) they are available at NorthStar and can be 
dropped off there.  Please do not mail them, the Efren Paredes 
support committee has plans for them. Efren has been 
incarcerated since March 15th, 1989 and continues to serve time 
despite the fact that other individuals have pleaded guilty to the 
crime. Efren is 33 years old, is an artist and poet and has the 
support of his family, friends and community organizers in the 
struggle to get his release from prison. 
 
 

Pinkney Spoke - The Injustice Continues 

 
 
 
 
 



    
 
 
 
  

Donate Hats And Gloves 
 
Thanks to everyone who donated hats and gloves to our winter 
goodie box for the coming cold.  If you haven’t done so, but are 
thinking about it, you can bring them in during our normal hours 
(Tues-Fri 2-6pm) or call ahead to arrange something different.  We 
are continuing to hand them out and appreciate all donations. 
 

A play about gentrification, gender, glitter, ghosts, gossip, and 
genital contact. This performance was written and preformed 
by Lansing-New York transient, Charlie Nash. The production 
took place at Basement 414, a renovated art space downtown. 
There was no stage and no boundaries between the artist and 
audience. Nash explained that this was an intentional mode of 
production and he often paused, between lines, to add personal 
anecdotes to the audience. The back drop was a glamorous 
mess of random objects scattered and hung on the gallery 
walls, and a the focal point was a well worn Victorian chair 
covered in glitter and draped with caution tape. The scenes 
shift between the last underground art gallery in Lansing, MI 
year 2016, being attacked by giant lizards, and the rearranged 
Turner-Dodge House, which is now condos and the office the 
Master Builder. Salsa music blasted to drown out the noise of 
the hungry, pillaging lizards outside, equated to developers 
because “”they are both cold blooded.”  As a series of slow 
costume changes and scripted dialogs unfolded, issues around 
the gentrification of Lansing were raised and drama deepened 
between characters who were borrowed from the 1890's play 
The Mast er  Builder .  The cast of characters included Kaja 
Fosil the bulldyke stuffed moose and personal assistant-plus to 
Mr. Halvard Solness, the Master Builder, Mrs. Aline Solness, 
Ruth Cadre's partner, and Holden Wangel the inanimate 
monkey personified as an activist college artist, Charlie Nash 
himself as the Devil's Advocate, and the ghost of Jack Smith. 
Mr. Solness explains, "I will never build more galleries for art, I 
will build condos of yuppie scum." The ghost of queer 
playwright and flim maker Jack Smith was credited for inspiring 
random moments of dance. Apparently the opening night 
performance was just one version. The performance may 
evolve with Nash's moments inspiration. 

Donations 
of Hats 

and Gloves 
can still be 
dropped  

off: 
 

Tuesday to 
Friday 

2pm – 6pm 
 

Thanks! 
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The Queer Secret of the 
Rented Gallery! 

 
 

If you get your NorthStar Newsletter by mail, you will notice that 
the envelopes have received a serious makeover.  A big thanks is 
in order for Kristina and Courtney.  Kristina had a return address 
stamp made for NorthStar which will be a relief to the NorthStar 
folks who usually fill out the envelopes.  Not to be out-done, 
Courtney has supplied us with envelope labels for our mailings, 
making the process even easier; all this even though she lives in 
California. As long as we are talking about Courtney, we should 
also mention that she finds the time to send her pledge check 
every month, on time and is our most consistent financial 
supporter.  Thanks again to Kristina and Courtney for supporting 
our work. 

NorthStar Supporters helping out! 

Show Dates 
Every 

Sunday 
9pm 

 Dec. 9, 16, 
23 & 30 

 

Basement 
414 

414 E Mich. 
Ave. 

 

Important NorthStar News 
 
This is an important announcement concerning NorthStar.  We 
are very excited to announce that on December, 20th 2007, Liz 
O’brien will be returning to Lansing.  Liz, who is a founding 
member of NorthStar, will return from nine months in Mexico 
where she was studying and doing solidarity work for community 
organizations there.  Liz coming back is very good for NorthStar 
and the activist community in general and we look forward to her 
return.   

NorthStar 
Listserve 
If you would 
like to join 

the 
NorthStar 
announce- 

ments 
listserve, 

email 
northstarcen
ter@gmail.c

om with 
subsribe in 
the subject 

line  


